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having bearded their enemies even on the island of their
refuge, feeling also secure of escape in the fog, when still
within hearing distance of the Ojibway village, they yelled
back the whoop of derision and defiance, and commenced
singing a stirring scalp song.

The town of the Ojibways became instantly a scene of
- commotion, and the eager warriors quickly arming them-
selves, hastily embarked in their large lake canoes, and
silently but swiftly pursued their enemies under cover of
the dense fog.

The lake was perfectly calm, and they could hear the
loud talking and laughter of the Foxes from a long dis-
tance. Guided by the noise thus kept up by their careless
and confident enemies, the Ojibways silently straining on
their paddles, gradually neared them. By the wise advice
of their leaders, they deferred the attack, till the Foxes had
arrived opposite the rock-bound coast one mile below
Montreal River, and twenty-two miles from La Pointe,
where the steep and slippery banks would prevent them
from making their escape by land. THere the Ojibways fell
on them with great fury, and easily upsetting their small
canoes, they dispatched the surprised and now fear stricken
Foxes as they struggled in the water. They killed and
drowned this large war-party, nearly to a man.

This is the only naval engagement in which the Ojibways
tell of ever having been engaged ; and their great success
on this occasion, they attribute not only to superior numbers,
but to the great advantage which they possessed in the
size of their canoes, compared with those of the Foxes.
Theirs were made large and strong, sitting firmly on the
water, made to withstand the storms of Lake Superior,
and capable of holding from five to twenty men each, while
on the other hand, the canoes of their enemies, though
made of the same material (birch bark), were constructed
frail and crank, made to be taken across long portages on a



